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FREE Screening of GASLAND Part II 

Panel Discussion and Community Q&A Afterwards 

TRAVERSE CITY, MI – A dozen local and regional environmental groups are co-

sponsoring the FREE 6:30 pm showing of the fracking documentary GASLAND Part II 

at the Bijou by the Bay on Thursday, November 14, 2013. The inquiring public are 

encouraged to attend the movie and participate in the ensuing panel discussion. 

“In this explosive follow-up to his Oscar® nominated film GASLAND, 

filmmaker Josh Fox uses his trademark dark humor to take a deeper, broader look 

at the dangers of hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, the controversial method of 

extracting natural gas and oil, now occurring on a global level (in 32 countries 

worldwide).GASLAND PART II, which premiered at the 2013 Tribeca Film 

Festival, shows how the stakes have been raised on all sides in one of the most 

important environmental issues facing our nation today.” 

– www.gaslandthemovie.com 

After screening GASLAND Part II, a panel discussion will be open for citizens to hear 

from and ask questions of local community leaders involved in the fracking debate in 

Northern Michigan, including Executive Director of Great Lakes policy institute FLOW 

(“For Love of Water”), Liz Kirkwood, member of RespectMyPlanet.org, Paul Brady, and 

Senior Associate Consultant at Grobbel Environmental & Planning Associates, Dr. 

Christopher Grobbel. 

Co-sponsors for the event include Northern Michigan Environmental Action Council 

(NMEAC), FLOW (“For Love of Water”), The Watershed Center Grand Traverse Bay, 

Sierra Club of Michigan, Committee to Ban Fracking in Michigan, Ban Michigan 

Fracking, Food and Water Watch Michigan, Leelanau Clean Water (LCW), Michigan 

Citizens for Water Conservation (MCWC), TC350.org, and Northern Michigan Citizens 

Climate Lobby (CCL).  
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“Starting the conversation is the first, critical step for our community to take addressing 

sensitive and high-risk topics such as fracking” says FLOW Executive Director Liz 

Kirkwood. “When I see oil and gas developments on public lands during hikes with my 

kids, I really question why regulations for this industry are so lax, given the immense 

value and shared treasure of the natural resources at stake,” she says.  

Board member of NMEAC, June Thaden hopes that showing GASLAND Part II at the 

Bijou by the Bay, and hosting a panel discussion afterward, will give citizens the 

confidence to know that they can be empowered to take action and improve fracking 

regulations. “With all the drilling and exploration happening in and around Northern 

Michigan, it is crucial that we make informed decisions and call upon our government 

representatives to make informed decisions about fracking for oil and gas” she says. 

“GASLAND Part I explored the widespread contamination, pollution and health 

effects of the largest industrial drilling campaign in history across the US. Famous 

scenes of people lighting their water on fire reverberated across the world and 

created awareness of the dangers of drilling and fracking. GASLAND Part II is 

just as thrilling an investigation [as GASLAND Part I], but this time the 

GASLAND team focused on another level of contamination due to fracking: The 

contamination of our democracy through the intense influence of oil and gas 

corporations on our political system. The result is every bit as shocking as the first 

film” – Josh Fox 

“Understanding the scope of political power at play with the oil and gas industry can help 

our neighbors to see through the pro-fracking propaganda all over the place. We think 

showing GASLAND Part II will help us garner public support for efforts to ban and 

regulate fracking in Michigan” says Thaden. 

FLOW (“For Love of Water”) has been working with Dr. Christopher Grobbel and 

RespectMyPlanet.org to bring informational workshops to township and county officials 

across Michigan, including in Crawford County. In December, FLOW will deliver its 

first Local Protective Ordinance Packages to two townships who signed up for FLOW’s 

program. The townships participated in a series of workshops to give public input and 

help shape what may soon become new ordinances and local regulations to curb fracking 

impacts on local air, water, and land resources. 

Don’t Frack Michigan, The Committee to Ban Fracking, and Food & Water Watch 

Michigan are coordinating a petition drive to put a statutory initiative ballot proposal to a 

popular vote in November 2014. The legislation would amend and add to Michigan’s 

Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act (NREPA) to prohibit the use of 

horizontal hydraulic fracturing (also known as high-volume hydraulic fracturing) as well 

as prohibit the production, storage, disposal, and processing of horizontal hydraulic 

fracturing wastes. It would also delete the state’s affirmative policy of “foster[ing] the 

development of the industry along the most favorable conditions and with a view to the 

ultimate recovery of the maximum production [of oil and gas in Michigan].” In its place 

is a requirement that the DEQ construe the statute always in favor of protecting water and 

human health. 

The event is free, but tickets are required to attend. For ticket information, please contact 

The State Theatre, visit statetheatretc.org/tickets/ or call 231-947-4800. 

http://statetheatretc.org/tickets/

